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Haifa
“a model of co-existence between Arabs and Jews”

City Council voted to name a street for Umm Kulthum in the 
Kiryat Eliyahu neighborhood, 13 July 2020

Umm 
Kulthum 
Street ?



Ramle
“an example and role model for coexistence” 

Umm Kulthum Street ?

City Council voted to rename streets for                                      
Umm Kulthum and Muhammad ‘Abd al-Wahhab, 14 July 2020



Jerusalem mayor Nir Barkat &
Muhammad al-Masri, Chair of East Jerusalem Community 

dedicating 
Umm Kulthum Street, Beit Hanina, Jerusalem

17 October 2012
Nasrin (Bracha) Kadri singing Inta ‘Umri



“Palestine”
“My brother, the wrongdoers exaggerated”

words by Ahmad Rami



This warning does not appear if searching in Arabic.



Umm Kulthum and Muhammad Abdel Wahhab
“Now I have a rifle take me to Palestine with you” 

words by Nizar Qabbani



Early Egyptian Recording Artists

Munira al-Mahdiyya



Daʾud Husni, 1870-1937  (David Haim Levy)

• first Arabic opera - “Samson and Delilah”
• teacher of Umm Kulthum, Asmahan, Layla Murad

“‘Ala khadduh ya nas mit warda” - A hundred roses on my beloved's cheek



Wasif Jawhariyyeh, 1897-1982



Zaki Murad (1880-1946) • Cloth merchant, 
Alexandria

• Arab Music 
Conservatory, 1907 

• Began recording, 1910
• Quick success, 1915-20
• Toured Tunisia, Algeria, 

France, USA, 1928
• Made a fortune, lost it, 

returned broken, 1932
• Public taste changed 
• Almost forgotten
• Devoted himself to 

training his children, 
Layla and Munir



Badi‘a Masabni and Naguib al-Rihani

al-Rihani as Kishkish Bey, 1934



Awlad al-Dhawat
(Sons of the Aristocrats)
first Egyptian ”talkie,” 1932
directed by Muhammad Karim
written by Yusuf Wahbi

Cast: 
Dawlat Abiad
Colette D’Arville
Hasan al- Barudi
Mansi Fahmi
Hasan Fayek
Umm Kulthum
Yusuf Wahbi



Kulthum 

“Crown of the East”
Umm Kulthum’s 
Gramaphone records 
for sale at al-Butaji stores
in Haifa and Jerusalem
al-Karmil, Dec. 19, 1926



Cinema Zion
Mandate Era (likely World War II)



Muhammad Abdel Wahhab
Parisiana Gardens Jaffa, May 1932



al-Warda al-Bayda’ - The White Rose
Haifa (Mahallat Salama?) and Cinema Edison, Jerusalem, 1934



Cinema Moghrabi in the Mandate Era
Tel-Aviv



Umm Kulthum
Jerusalem, Cinema Eden, 1931

Jerusalem, Cinema Zion, Tel Aviv, Opera Moghrabi, Haifa, Cinema Ein Dor, 1935



Yusuf Wahbi and the Ramses Troupe
April 1934 Haifa, May 1939



Asmahan greeted by
Palestine 
Broadcasting 
Service Director,
Azmi al-Nashashibi
Jerusalem, June 1941



Muhammad Abdel Wahhab
Visits Near East Broadcasting Service, Jaffa, 1943



Umm Kulthum’s “Song of Hope” 
at Alhambra, Jaffa May 1937



Asmahan and 
Farid al-Atrash 
King David Hotel, Jerusalem
Swimming Pool, 1942 or 1943



Thank You


